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VIEWPOINT
From the Cadillac News vision statement:

‘We fully recognize the enormous responsibility 
we have as the fourth estate and will ensure 

that our business has a positive effect 
on the communities we serve.’
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Contact your
Legislators

Governor 
Rick Snyder
P.O. Box 30013
Lansing, MI 48909
(517) 335-7858 — 
Constituent Services
Rick.Snyder@
michigan.gov

State 
Representatives

102nd District
Representative 
Michele Hoitenga 
serves Wexford and 
Osceola counties
Anderson House 
Office Building
S-1386 House Office 
Building
Lansing, MI 48933
(517) 373-1747
MicheleHoitenga@
house.mi.gov
103rd District
Representative 
Daire Rendon serves 
Missaukee County
S-1387 House Office 
Building
P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909
517-373-3817
dairerendon@
house.mi.gov
100th District
Scott VanSingle 
serves Lake County
S-1289 House Office 
Building
P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909
517-373-7317
E-mail:
ScottVanSingel@
house.mi.gov
97th District
Jason Wentworth 
serves eastern 
Osceola County
S-1286 House Office 
Building
P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909
517-373-8962
E-mail:
JasonWentworth@
house.mi.gov

State Senate
35th District
Darwin Booher serves 
Wexford, Missaukee, 
Lake and Osceola 
counties.
P.O. Box 30036
720 Farnum Building
Lansing, MI 48909-7536
517-373-1725
Fax: 517-373-0741
E-mail: 
SenDBooher@senate.
michigan.gov

U.S. Senate
Debbie Stabenow
133 Hart Senate 
Office Bldg.
Washington D.C. 
20510
202-224-4822
Traverse City office
3335 S. Airport Road 
West, Suite 6B
Traverse City, MI 
49684
231-929-1031
senator@
stabenow.senate.gov
Gary Peters
2 Russell Courtyard 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 
20510
202-224-6221

U.S. House
4th District
John Moolenaar 
serves Missaukee,
Osceola and Wexford 
counties
117 Cannon House 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 
20515
202-225-3561
Fax 202-225-9679
Cadillac Office 
201 North Mitchell 
Street
Suite 301
Cadillac, MI 49601
Phone: (231) 942-
5070
Fax: (231) 876-9505
2nd District
Bill Huizenga serves 
portion of Lake 
County
1217 Longworth
House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 
20515
202-225-4401
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Congress shall make 
no law respecting 
an establishment 
of religion, or 
prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; 
or abridging the 
freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or 
the right of the 
people peaceably 
to assemble, 
and to petition 
the Government 
for a redress of 
grievances.

The First
Amendment

Speak Out
Mail to:
Cadillac News
P.O. Box 640 
Cadillac, MI 49601
E-mail to:
news@cadillacnews.
com or go through 
the Cadillac News’ 
Web site: 
www.cadillacnews.
com
Fax to: 
231-775-8790
Speak Out is a 
column in the 
Cadillac News 
reserved for readers 
in our circulation 
area to express 
opinions on local 
issues.
Make your letter 
brief and to the 
point. We limit 
letters to 300 words. 
If letters are too 
long, the News 
reserves the right to 
edit the letter to fit 
space limitations. 
Letters may be 
edited for clarity, 
style, grammar and 
spelling.
Letters that 
are libelous or 
defamatory should 
not be submitted for 
publication.
Letters should 
be individual 
expressions of 
opinions. 
Letters that are 
directed at an 
individual should 
be sent to the 
individual.
Letters promoting 
or criticizing specific 
private business 
should be directed 
to the business and 
may not be printed 
in Speak Out. 
Letters that make 
personal attacks, 
either against public 
officials or the 
general public, will 
not be accepted.
Please sign your 
letter and include 
your home address. 
Also include a 
daytime telephone 
number at which 
the newspaper may 
contact you. 
Letters regarding 
elections will not 
be accepted from 
candidates or their 
family members.
The opinions and 
facts expressed in 
Speak Out are those 
of the letter writer 
and are not those of 
the Cadillac News 
unless otherwise 
specified.

Have you ever been wrong 
about something for 43 
years? I have. 

I thought I knew every-
thing there was to know 
about the KISS visit to 
Cadillac in 1975. After all, I 
orchestrated the visit and 
event. I have always been the 
ultimate source of  all things 
KISS Cadillac. Until I wasn’t. 

Now, I could be stubborn 
and refuse to admit my own 
cluelessness, except my 
stupidity has revealed yet 
another fascinating facet of  
the never-ending story of  
KISS Cadillac. The legend 
continues to grow, and who 
am I to stand in its way? I’m 
already old, short and bald, 
so adding “doofus” to the list 
is no biggie. 

Some background is in 
order. After the KISS visit 
in 1975, newspapers and 
magazines all over the world 
printed articles about the 
event. I was the Cadillac 
High Cadillacan newspaper 
advisor and our student 
staff  collected these. Later 
that spring, May 1976, we put 
together a “KISS Memory 
Scrapbook” — 12 pages of  
articles and photos. 

Back then, this was a la-
borious process. There was 
no digital, no computers, 
no electronics, nothing like 
that. Everything was done 
on typewriters and cut-paste 
by hand. Once the layout was 
done, the paper was deliv-
ered to the printer and they 
did their typesetting and 
printing. The turnover time 
was measured in days (if  
not weeks) and certainly not 
overnight. 

Photos were even more 
difficult. Film had to be 
developed and that usually 
meant sending negatives to a 
lab downstate. Again, digital 
was not invented yet. 

As the years went by, I have 

insisted that there 
was no Cadillacan 
KISS edition other 
than the May 20, 
1976 KISS Memory 
Scrapbook. From 
time to time pho-
tos would surface 
showing a member 
of  KISS holding a 
Cadillacan at the 
civic breakfast 
which took place on 
the early morning 
of  October 10, 1975. 
Since the concert 
was on the evening 
of  October 9, there 
was no way the 
Cadillacan (not pro-
duced until months 
later) could have been at that 
breakfast, right? I labeled 
these photos as fake. 

Here’s where things get 
sticky. Recently, KISS col-
lectors Rich Edwards of  
Manton and Matt Agnew of  
DeWitt approached me with 
the possibility that there was 
a Cadillacan with a date of  
Oct. 10, 1975. Not only that, 
this edition did appear at 
the civic breakfast. They 
offered photographic proof. 
They enlisted Scott Davis, 
designer of  a book titled 
“Magic — KISS Kronicles 
1973-1983” to add further 
proof  (https://www.face-
book.com/MAGICKISSKro-
nicles1973to1983/).

However, I still had my 
doubts. How could this be? I 
had never seen one of  these. 
I was the newspaper advisor, 
so how could this edition 
been produced without my 
knowledge? I wracked my 
brain and truthfully could 
come up with no recollection 
of  an Oct. 10 Cadillacan. 

Rich Edwards has a copy 
of  the Oct. 10 and I have a 
copy of  the Memory Scrap-
book, so we met and com-
pared the two editions. Here 

is what we found. 
First of  all, the 

10 edition is just 
4 pages. The only 
KISS article is the 
front page. The 
inside two pages 
have nothing to 
do with KISS. The 
MS edition has 12 
pages and contains 
articles reprinted 
from magazines 
and newspapers 
from around the 
country. 

That front page 
article in the 10 
edition only men-
tions the concert 
the previous night 

in the first paragraph and 
the rest of  the article has no 
further mention of  the con-
cert. The rest is just back-
ground information about 
the group. This was obvi-
ously written beforehand. 
It looks like the KISS article 
was put on the front of  a 
regular Cadillacan issue. 

There are two keys, how-
ever, that Rich and I agreed 
make the 10 issue legitimate. 
The newsprint is the same 
poor quality in both edi-
tions. The Cadillacans were 
done on the cheap, so using 
flimsy paper made sense. 
This is why yellowing has 
happened in these issues. 

The real key is at the bot-
tom right corner of  each edi-
tion. In the 10 edition it says 
the article is “continued on 
page four,” which it is. In 
the MS edition, it says “con-
tinued on page two,” which 
it is. So this makes sense 
for each edition. (The same 
front page article was used 
for both editions.) 

I now have been convinced 
that there was an Oct. 10, 
1975 edition. It’s a small per-
son, indeed, who does not 
learn from mistakes. KISS 

collectors are a passionate 
bunch and they leave no pag-
es of  KISStory unturned, so 
my kudos go to Rich, Matt, 
and Scott for adding this to 
the KISS Cadillac legend. 

It does not end here, 
though. There is still a mys-
tery to be solved. Unfortu-
nately, student editor Paul 
Kwilinski passed away. The 
printer of  the Cadillacan 
in 1975 (Lou’s Printing) no 
longer exists. Hopefully, 
local Cadillac High School 
alumni, KISS fans, and the 
KISS Army can provide the 
answers to some questions. 

 It took 20 years for Rich 
Edwards to find an Oct. 10 
edition (and he has only 
found a few since). We won-
der how many of  these 
were actually printed. Was 
it just a few slapped to-
gether for that day or were 
there enough for all the 
students? 

How many Oct. 10s are 
still out there? We wonder 
if  some still exist and in 
what condition. The scarcity 
would seem to indicate only 
a few. If  so, what are they 
worth on the collector’s mar-
ket? 

 I have put all the photo-
graphic evidence and some 
additional commentary on 
my personal KISS Cadillac 
website at: https://www.nef-
fcadillackiss.com/mystery. 
If  you have a comment or in-
formation to share, there’s a 
form on the page you can fill 
out and zap to me. 

This is a KISS Cadillac 
mystery that has yet to be 
solved. With your help an-
other piece will be added to 
the remarkable saga that is 
KISS Cadillac. 

JIM NEFF is a local columnist. 
Read Neff Zone articles online at 
CadillacNews.com and NeffZone.
com/cadillacnews.

A KISS Cadillacan Mystery
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Zone

Jim
Neff

BY JASON FICHTNER
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The 
Social Security crisis is not 
only real, it is already well 
upon us.

That may not have been 
obvious to everyone from 
the annual report issued 
by the program’s trustees 
recently. With neither a 
dire nor stellar update, the 
report inspired little pas-
sion. In fact, many might 
have mistaken the minor 
changes to mean that Social 
Security’s finances are now 
stable. But don’t be fooled: 
The absence of  alarming 
headlines is anything but 
good news.

The trustees reported 
that Social Security’s slide 
toward insolvency sped up 
over the last year. They also 
estimated that its combined 
retirement and disability 
trust funds will run dry in 
2034, the same projection as 
last year. That means Social 
Security’s day of  financial 
reckoning is now one year 
closer at just over 15 years 
away.

If  action isn’t taken soon-
er, there would be a 23 per-
cent reduction in benefits 
at that point. To ensure that 
Social Security remains vi-
able for the most vulnerable 
in our society, policymakers 
must soon address its severe 
and urgent financial chal-
lenges.

Take the program’s reve-
nue. Payroll taxes and inter-
est on the bonds held in the 
Social Security trust funds 
have been able to cover full 
benefits since 1982. But not 

any longer. The 
trustees now 
estimate that So-
cial Security is 
expected to run 
a deficit of  $2 
billion this year. 
The drawdown 
of  the trust 
funds has offi-
cially begun.

As further 
evidence of  the 
program’s financial prob-
lems, the 75-year financial 
shortfall for the combined 
trust funds is $13.2 trillion 
in present value. Extending 
beyond that time frame, the 
estimated total shortfall is a 
whopping $34.3 trillion. For 
comparison, our nation’s 
gross domestic product is 
slightly over $18 trillion, 
and our gross national debt 
at the end of  May was $21.1 
trillion.

It’s important to under-
stand that there are actually 
two separate trust funds: 
one for the retirement pro-
gram (Old-Age and Survi-
vors Insurance, or OASI), 
and one for the disability 
program (Disability Insur-
ance or DI). For the former, 
the trustees estimate the 
fund can continue to pay 
full benefits until 2034, at 
which point the program 
will only be able to pay 
about three-quarters of  
scheduled benefits. The 
disability program, the 
trustees estimate, will hit 
insolvency in 2032.

But focusing too much on 
small changes on the insol-
vency dates can also lead 
to a false sense of  security. 
The DI trust fund was on 

track to run 
out of  money 
in 2016, which 
would have trig-
gered an auto-
matic 20 percent 
cut in benefits.

But the previ-
ous November, 
Congress passed 
and President 
Barack Obama 
signed the Bi-

partisan Budget Act of  2015, 
temporarily reallocating 
some payroll taxes to shore 
up the fund — putting a lit-
tle less into the retirement 
trust fund and a little more 
into the disability fund. But 
taking from one Social Se-
curity trust fund to backfill 
the other is just robbing 
Peter to pay Paul; it doesn’t 
fix the underlying problems 
with the disability program, 
and reforms are still neces-
sary.

The trustees have once 
again sent a clear warning 
that the Social Security 
crisis is real, of  a stagger-
ing magnitude, and already 
here. We can’t afford to 
wait or grow complacent, 
and risk Social Security’s 
retirement and disability 
programs becoming far 
larger and more difficult to 
shore up.

Fortunately, there are 
bipartisan policy solutions 
available. An expansive 
project housed at the Bi-
partisan Policy Center sug-
gested reforms to improve 
retirement security and 
personal savings. Those 
include restoring Social Se-
curity to a secure financial 
footing by making changes 

to both benefits and taxes. 
Importantly, this is possible 
while still safeguarding 
those most dependent on the 
program, and “reducing” 
poverty in the long term 
among older Americans.

While less alarming head-
lines won’t compel policy-
makers to act on Social Se-
curity, the numbers should. 
With the program begin-
ning to draw down on its 
trust funds, we are another 
step closer to automatic 
benefit cuts when the trust 
funds run dry, which would 
throw millions of  elderly 
Americans into poverty.

But this crisis can be 
avoided altogether if  those 
in charge base their deci-
sions on the needs of  Social 
Security beneficiaries — not 
the headlines.

JASON J. Fichtner is a fellow at 
the Bipartisan Policy Center, a 
senior research fellow at the 
Mercatus Center, and a senior 
lecturer at the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Advanced 
International Studies.
THE BIPARTISAN Policy Center 
is a D.C.-based think tank that 
actively promotes bipartisan-
ship. BPC works to address the 
key challenges facing the nation 
through policy solutions that are 
the product of informed delib-
erations by former elected and 
appointed officials, business and 
labor leaders, and academics and 
advocates from both ends of the 
political spectrum. BPC is cur-
rently focused on health, energy, 
national security, the economy, 
financial regulatory reform, 
housing, immigration, infrastruc-
ture, and governance. Follow BPC 
on Twitter or Facebook.
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